e A
o s o ¢
® g l "
" .
MUM " JouRmat

ssw-2305-2062 VIVVIMl Journal of Research Volume 6 Jan.-Dec., 2020

Feministic Perspectives in Gloria Whelan’s Homeless Bird
H. Surya Prabha' and R. Mohanapriya®

!Assistant professor of English, M.V.Muthiah Government Arts College for Women,
Dindigul — 624001. Email: suryasril909@gmail.com
M.Phil Scholar in English, M.V.Muthiah Government Arts College for Women,
Dindigul — 624001. Email: mohanapriyal?7.r@gmail.com

ABSTRACT

The novel Homeless Bird belongs to Feministic fiction. The study deals with the
genre of feminism that describes the difficulties of a little girl who takes up the whole
responsibilities of her family. Most of the magazines and critics tend to read this novel as
a feminist writing. It is a novel expressing widow’s struggle to achieve a self identity and
courage in a patriarchal society. This article is a study of Feministic Perspectives in Gloria
Whelan’s Homeless Bird. The aim of this research is to find out and explain the kind of
struggles faced by Koly a woman protagonist in her life time. She is the main female
character who reflects the significant meaning of widowed women’s struggles in a
dominated society. This novel is a celebration of resilience and love between a woman

and her dreams.
Keywords: Predicament of woman, family betrayal, Feminism.

The novel Homeless Bird belongs to the Feministic fiction. The study deals with
the genre of feminism, outlining it and describing the difficulties of a widowed woman
and the typological variations that can be seen in here. Most of the critics and magazines
tend to read the novel as a feminist writing or as a novel expressing woman*s struggle to

achieve an identity in the society.

Feminism is a social, political and historical movement of women to speak for
social, political and economic equality between sexes. Feminism is not against man
otherwise it is for woman and their equal rights in the society. The Feminist movements
convey and recover the educational and professional rights for women that are equal to

those for men.
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The term Feminism and Feminists are creating awareness to the society where
people are treated like animals. Because, they did not know the power of women in the
society. In most of the places women are treated like slaves and they are portrayed as
lifeless persons in the world. Therefore, the feminist movements protest against the
inequalities and suppressions of women in the society. They recover the rights and

equality for women to live their life freely and happily.

Homeless Bird is Gloria Whelan's most popular novel which won the National
Book Award for young people's literature in 2000. It is a Feministic novel by Gloria
Whelan. The story follows the experiences of a little girl to become a widowed woman.
The novel completely deals with the life of woman after marriage, and the victory of

women with hope and perseverance.

The novel Homeless Bird tells the story of a thirteen year old growing girl and
about a struggle of a widowed woman. The story begins with a conversation between
Koly and her mother. Koly is the protagonist of this novel she is a thirteen year old
growing girl. In the beginning itself all can realize that this is a feministic fiction.

Because, the novel starts with the marriage announcement of a thirteen year old girl Koly.

Gloria Whelan from a definite feminine perspective. Her female characters are
endowed with a vision which penetrates human psyche. Homeless bird is a feministic
novel which dealt with the lives and sufferings of the women in a patriarchal society. In
this novel Whelan uses many woman characters they stands for the symbol of struggles

and longing of freedom in a dominating society.

In this novel Whelan creates Koly, the protagonist who is belong to the poor
family and doesn’t have the educational background. In the beginning onwards, she is
different from other women of her society. Because, Koly has a zealous to prove her
identity in her society. But the society doesn’t want to get an educated woman and they

didn’t allow her to share her feelings.

In the beginning Koly is thirteen and preparing for marriage. After her marriage
with Hari in Mehta’s family, she realizes her life won’t be what she thought it, and it was
going to be bad and unsatisfied. Whelan treats the character of Koly as, holds tight to her

opinions and sense of self-worth. Another important female character in this novel is
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Mrs.Mehta. Through this character onwards Whelan clearly says that, now the society is
not dominated by men otherwise it is a dominating society where women are
dominated another women and not by men. Mrs.Mehta is rightly come under this
category; Mrs.Mehta is Koly’s mother-in-law who is a cruel and rude lady. Sometimes
Mrs.Mehta stands in the side of modern values. She wants to take decision and she orders
her family to do her decisions. Mrs.Mehta is horrible to Koly but also she indirectly
teaches her a lot about how to grow up and be herself. Chandra a sister — in — law of
Koly she is the only person always care for her. When once Koly her husband Hari and
their family go for a trip to cure Hari’s disease. But unfortunately Hari dies. Now Koly
is a widow. When they come to their home town, Koly is mistreat by her law and at last
Mrs.Mehta neglected koly alone in Varanasi. From here onwards Koly starts her new life
without the help of other. She lives in widow’s ashram and makes a quilt to live her life.
At that time, she meets Raji a driver who loves Koly and also give respect to koly and her
dreams. He promises Koly to do job and live an independent life with him. Then the two
of them get married and begin to live a new life.

After her mother-in-law abandons Koly in a city of widows, she struggles to make
a living by herself and resists the temptations of evils to maintain the human virtues. In
that place she meets Mala a colleague to Koly who is a beautiful girl. Once Koly
expresses her feelings when one of her friend’s thefts is exposed. At that time she says, “I
was angry with Mala and disgusted with her stealing, and she was sorry for her.”(176)
All her beauty and cleverness was wasted. This character indicates that the inner beauty
is more important than the outer beauty. Those themes are so familiar with new

contemporary readers.

Koly’s emergence in Homeless Bird is inspiring and important part in this novel.
In this novel Koly is represented as an independent, courageous and compassionate
female who tries to grap every opportunity to fight against the adversity and determines
to take the fate in her own hands. In the beginning itself Koly’s emergence is

undoubtedly mentioned in the novel.

Thus the ending of Gloria Whelan’s novel Homeless Bird shows that her woman
protagonists overthrows patriarchal subjugations and free themselves. Life is not a bed

of roses for everyone. It is full of hardships and struggles and one has to overcome those
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hurdles in order to achieve success in life and peace in mind. Those who work hard and
will achieve greatness whereas the idle people lose. The protagonist of the novel
Homeless Bird, Koly is one such person who overcomes her hard phases in life and
achieves her success. In spite of being rejected and experiencing a hard time both in the
family and society, she is able to live her life to the fullest only because of her will power
and strength. It is neither the society nor the family that gives her a new life but her own
will power and determination. Only through them, she could be able to achieve success

both financially and mentally so as to live an independent life of her own.
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authors on behalf of all the authors.
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including the abstract, footnotes and references. Every page of the manuscript, including
the title page, references, tables, etc., should be numbered. Try to avoid the excessive use
of italics and bold face.

Use the following font specifications
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Title: 14-point bold (title case and small case for sub-title), Author’s name: 13-point
bold, Author’s affiliation: 13-point normal, Headings: 13-point bold, Sub-headings: 12-
point italics, Body text: 12-point normal.

Manuscripts should be organized in the following order:
— Title page
— Body of text (divided by subheadings)
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— Acknowledgements
— References

Headings and subheadings need not be numbered. Subheadings should be typed on a
separate line, without indentation.

Title page

The title page should provide the following information:

— Title (should be clear, descriptive and not too long)

— Name(s) of author(s); please indicate who is the corresponding author

— Full affiliation(s) (designation, address of the institution)

— Complete address of corresponding author, including mobile number and e-mail address.

Abstract; should be clear, descriptive, self-explanatory and not longer than 300 words.
Keywords; 3-6 relevant keywords should be stated.

Running title: a shorter version of the title (40 characters at most) is needed.

Introduction should provide a context or background and specify the purpose or research
objective of the study or observation.

Materials and Methods

Must indicate clearly the steps taken to acquire the information.

The software used for statistical analysis and description of the actual method should be
mentioned.

Results: Should be presented in a chronological sequence in the text, table, and
illustration. Organize the results according to their importance. They should result from
your own study.

Tables

Number as Table 1, Table 2 etc, and refer to all of them in the text.

Each table should have a brief and self-explanatory title.-

Any explanations essential to the understanding of the table should be given in footnotes at
the bottom of the table.

Figures

Number figures as Figure 1, Figure 2, etc and refer to all of them in the text. Each figure
should have a self-explanatory caption. The captions to all figures should be typed below
the figure.
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Discussion should emphasize the new and important aspects of the study and the
conclusions that follow from them. Possible mechanisms or explanations for these findings
should be explored. The limitations of the study and the implications of the findings for
future research should be explored.

Supplementary Materials such as questionnaires may be published on the online version
of the journal.
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Footnotes

Footnotes should only be used if absolutely essential. In most cases, it is possible to
incorporate the information in the text.

If used, they should be numbered in the text, indicated by superscript numbers and kept as
short as possible.

Correction of Errata
The journal will publish an erratum when a factual error in a published item has been
documented.

Scientific style
Please always use internationally accepted signs and symbols for units, SI units.

Online submission
The full text papers are to be submitted via mail to mvmjournal@gmail.com

Enquiry
Any enquiry about the journal, its publication policy, subscription details or any other
query related to MVM Journal of Research is to be mailed to mvmeditor@gmail.com.
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