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Abstract

In India, a woman is an insignia of piety, nobility, love, devotion, sacrifice, selfless
service, and submission. The women are respected and given a high place. The people of
India have worshipped women deities since time immemorial. No function, ceremony, rite
are considered ‘complete’ unless the ‘wife’ is there, present by the side of her husband. This
elevated status of woman somehow dropped to a disreputable position in later times. One
very important work from which the idea of subservience , or relegation of women, has
taken root seems to be the Manu Smriti, a compendium of moral codes in society. She is
taught to be shy , gentle and dignified, pure and faithful as a wife and selfless, loving and
thoughtful as a mother. Situation forced her to be completely dependent on patriarcical
society. This research article discusses how Tiruvalluvar had portrayed woman and
womanhood in the Chapter 6- Companion/Life Partner/Wife of Tirukkural .

Through centuries the concept of ideal womanhood has been based on mythical
personages like Sita , Nalayini. A Woman is expected to be a silent sufferer; or a slavish
devotee, a toy in the hands of Krishna. The woman is expected to be passive and accept the
dynamic role of man in her life. But in Vedic or pre-Vedic times Women seemed to have
enjoyed status of equality with men , atleast to some degree. Women even participated in
Yagnas(Holy offerings-Vedic sacrificial rites). There were great intellectuals, philosophers
and grammarians like Gargi and Maitreyi. Even God was represented in the form of woman.
Shakti was the primal force of all creations . Saraswathi was the goddess of knowledge;
Lakshmi was the goddess of wealth; Parvathi , the consort of Lord Siva, fought for equal
rights and claimed to have the half being of Siva himself; hence known as Ardhagini, or
Ardhanareeswarar (a being half woman, half man).

This elevated status of woman somehow dropped to a disreputable position in later
times. One very important work from which the idea of subservience , or relegation of
women, has taken root seems to be the Manu Smriti, a compendium of moral codes in
society. Even there the treatment of women is not consistent . In certain places we are told
that women must be honoured and kept happy. In other places , it is said that a woman
is expected to perform all household duties irrespective of her husband’s treatment of her.
There is a code forbidding a woman to leave her husband even if he is unfaithful or
lecherous . But a man may leave his wife with impunity in such circumstances. Woman is
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always expected to be under the care of a male throughout her life. One section that has
made a great impact is that which disallows any freedom for women , is as follows:

Pitaa rakshati kaumaree, bhartha rakshati yauvanee
Putroo rakshati vardhakyee, na stri
Swathantharyam arhati (ix,3) (Woman and Her Family-2)

Which means the father protects the woman during childhood, the husband during her youth
and the son during her old age. A woman is always dependent in the patriarchal society.

Tirukkural obviously depicts a patriarchal society. In the patriarchal society a woman is
therefore inculcated with the ideals of martyrdom, pride in patience , need to accept a
lower status through the mythical models of Sita, Savithri, Gandhari etc. Following these
models she is taught to be shy , gentle and dignified, pure and faithful as a wife and selfless,
loving and thoughtful as a mother. The Chapter 6- Companion/Life Partner/Wife of
Tirukkural , discusses elaborately the womanhood as similar to the mythical models.

The Thirukkural is classified among the didactic works of the Sangam age. It is variously
dated from 3rd century B.C to 2nd century A.D. It is considered a work of ethics par
excellence in Tamil Literature. If ethics is the Science of Living , then Thirukural is the
undying classic on the subject. The preoccupation of the work is with the fundamentals of
life as follows:

Dharma or Aram (Ethics/ Values ), describes the greatness of an Individual
Artha or Porul ( Polity/Wealth),elaborates the essentials of Life to lead in the Society
Kama or Inbam (Love), expresses the victory of Inner Self.

Considered as Tamil Veda , the Tirukkural consists of 1330 aphorisms grouped into 133
chapters of ten couplets each. These naturally fall into 3 sections. The first on Virtue has
38 chapters including four introductory (In praise of God, Rain, Aceticism and Virtue) , a
very thought provoking. The second is the longest and has 70 chapters on Wealth, Polity
and Economy. The Third part deals with Love in 25 chapters. Valluvar is concerned with
the Three dimensional Model of Living. The author Thiru-Valluva Nayanar ( means the
sacred devotee, priest or soothsayer), a weaver lived in Mylapore,Chennai. Thiruvalluvar is
responsible for a great revolution in the History of the Tamil Language. He has
courageously , without fear or favour, come forward to point out to change certain defects
found in the society of the period known as the Golden Era of Tamil Sangam. Thirukkural,
complete in itself , the sole work of its author , it has come down the stream of ages
absolutely uninjured.
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This article studies the Womanhood in the Sixth Chapter- The Helpmate/ Companion /
Wife / Life Partner/Soul Mate from Couplets 51-60 and highlights how Womanhood has
been portrayed by Ayyan Valluvar

(SMEIT 51:
LD6DY6T S & &8 LOMEHUTLIEOIL LLIET ) &6 &) ClSIT6UurL 60T
QUGS HSHHITEN UMD SHE &S )60 6U0T

(@eLUMDEMSESHEG MM HOLGIL 2 6L WICUTTHS & 601560016860
QUITHET MG HEGHS &S UMLDHMS BHL SHIHMEUGCEHT QUTLDE6M S 5606501
S 6UITeIT.).

A woman, who maintains her family status and manages her household,
Well within her husband’s resources, is an ideal wife.

The ideal wife would be the one who would uphold the prestige of her family within the
limits of her husband’s resources. The partnership for life between man and wife will not
work otherwise. To be blessed with such a wife is the greatest gift of providence; for what
is asked of the wife is not easy. She has to wrench herself from her original moorings and
orient her attitudes and even her life to the economic and cultural circumstances of her
husband’s home , in the family of her adoption.

GMeT 52:
LD6MEBTLOML_ & @6LeLTEITSH 65T Q6LELITUTEHT EUTLDEH6M S
6TENEIILOIML§1& SHTullsniLd @e6v

(@eLaMpEMSESHG &S BHOUGIL LeneTallulll_Ld  @eLemeoUITeTeL,
R(HOUDIMLUI QUMTPEMS Goum)| sTelleTe] HMLILIEHL UISTETTEYILD LILLIGST
BleLemev).

If the wife lacks nobility of character, family life will become bleak;
And then wealth , status and the rest, are of no avail.

There is no real family life, when the wife does not possess the qualities needed for assisting
in full measure, the performance of the duties in a good household. Not even the husband’s
own virtues , of whatever degree, can make up for lack of the wifely graces. The world we
see, is so full of the tragedies that have come about on account of this very reason.
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(SM6IT 53:
B)606VC1G 60T @6LEVELSIT LDITETITLITETITEL 2_61T61TGI & 60T
B)6LEVELEIT LOITETVTITS &H6TL

(DemevTe) BOLIGTIIL| 2 6ML LLIQIETTEIITEL UMLPSHENSUTIEL @6LEVTSHG| 6T60T60T?
SI6U6IT [HHLIGHITL] @6LELTSHEUATTEIITEL EUMLNSHMSBUNCL @)(ThLILIG) 6T60T6DT?)

If the wife possesses a noble soul, what more does man want?
If she lacks this , what is there in life for him?

This is Valluvar’s balanced and emphatic way of saying that wife alone can make a happy
home. If the wife is virtuous the family has everything; otherwise its nothing.

(GMEIT 54:
QUIeGuT6TN 60T CILI(HH&H &S WITE 6T S CILI6HTmILD
SHlevoremnLn2_6tor L M&LI GlLipest

(@evaumpsemsuiled &ML 6TaTid 2 mifHbHleney QoS  CUMMTED,
QueguTememTallL. QILI([HemLDU]6mL Wisned Geum) sT6oT6nT @\(Ih &&l6sTm6uT?)

What greater treasure can there be, than a woman
Who has the abiding strength of chastity?

When a woman has chastity she owns all; along with her husband and family also holds
everything. Rajaji would say that chastity is much more than aphysical chastity and
implies unqualified loyalty to the husband or ‘an abiding moral tenacity’, as it were. The
Silapathigaram too justifies the same aspect when Kannagi marches into the court of the
King Pandian Nedunchelian to render justice for her husband , the King once realizes his
mistake, the King was defeated.

(GMEI 55:
CGUWIAID QFHTLPTSI6T QST (LPHM QT (LYCISH(LDeUT6T
QUUICILIEETL QUUIULD LD6MLD

Goum QFIaIDd QFHTOTHEUOTIISH &6  SHevuedameTGUl  CFHUIQIDTSHS
Q&Moo (R QBTG HIUNC6V(LPEGTMEUET QILIL 6T6TTMITED LO6MLY GLILILLD).
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Even the clouds will obey and pour out rain at the bidding of a wife,
Who prefers to worship her husband rather than any other God.

A virtuous woman who knows no other God but her husband may command the very clouds
to pour forth rain and they will do so.

Itis in accordance with the teachings of Lord Buddha and in fact, of most religious teachers,
that if there be one righteous person on earth, rain falls for his sake. This Kural, therefore ,
does not involve any neglect of God. In fact according to Rajaji , the Vedanta philosophy
as well as the Hindu practice, recognize forms of worship which enable the devotee to see
the supreme Deity in every object of love and adoration.

(SM6IT 56:
SNETHSHIS HMHOSTEUL TN CLIEWNS &6 E 6T
QEMMH&ETHSHIF GCamyailevmsn GlLeuor

(GBmY  QBOWNEL  HETEMETLD  STHHSHCSTEI(H,  FH6TTSHETICUMEIILL|LD

sruumoml, SSHWMHS LUSMPUID  &THFH 2mF  HeMJDeL
eumLp&learmeuGer ClLiev).

A woman is one who vigilantly guards herself,
Cares for her husband and protects their unblemished reputation.

A good wife will not spare herself in her triple duties of protecting herself , her husband
and the fair name of her family. Legend has it that Valluvar himself had such a wife, Vasuki
Ammaiyar

G 57:

nMETEHGLD SMLIGILEU6ST Q& WIL|LD Lo &6y

HemM&ETHGLD STLGCL &H6m6v

(D&aflenIs &MU MEUHHS STHGD SHIMTLL (LPEOM  6T6oT60T  LILLIEHI6OT
2_6WILMT&H@GLD? SlUTSH6T Blémm 6T60THILD LIGTILITED SHLOMIDG SHIT60T SHTSHEGLD
SHGU SINHS Sl).

Of what avail is watch and ward? A woman’s will
Is the best safeguard of her honour.

ISSN 2395-2962 www.mvmjournal.org Page 5



" | "
= —
A4S
MUM JouRnat

ws-2a05-2002 IMIVIM Journal of Research Volume 4 Jan.-Dec., 2018

Prison walls, pad-locks and chastity belts are absolutely of no use to ensure a woman’s
chastity. Her own conscience and inner strength will alone keep her really pure.
Shakespeare’s in his play All’s Well That Ends Well states:

“My chastity is the jewel of our house bequeathed
Down from many ancestors’.

(SM6IT 58:
QuoOmTH QUMlETALIMI6IT ClLI6TITIY [T QLI EhHMLILILI
L&GCHeMT eumpLd 2 60

(&60T6UED6TTLI CLITMMIS SL_60LD6DIWIEF Q& WIWLINQUMMTEL L&ey Quflul
SmLenu 2_emL_ L GLogY|eL&HEUTLDEMEIL CILIM)I6MIT)

A wife who helps her husband to win name and fame, will not only share the honour
With her husband, but will gain glory in heaven.

A wife shall be a sharer in all the honour and glory of her husband , which she has helped
him to attain, not only in this world but also in the God’s delight.

(S M6IT 59:
L&D $HeLedlGeué HeLsmev @\&LDeITT(LP 66T
emIGLITeL 15 HemL

UBMLPS &M6HS al(HLOLLD enenral QeLeLMHalTES, Q&LPHE GCL&HLD
LIE&EUIT (LP 63T SiTemer GLIMeL HL-SHGLD CIL(H LG HemL §eLem6v).

Who have not spouses that in virtue's praise delight,
They lion-like can never walk in scorner's sight.

A man , who is not fortunate to have good wife that assists him along the path to honor and
glory , dare not walk like a lion in the midst of his enemies

Shakespeare’s sarcastic remarks in Measure for Measure expresses ‘A Light wife doth
make a heavy husband’ .

(S M6IT 60:
LDMRIG6VLD 6T63TLI LDEMGITLOITL & LOMM & 63T
h60TSH6VLD BT &S GLM)
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(emeureluTedt HHLIGIGL Q6L UMD EHM&HE S LOMIGHEVLD 6T63TM)] FaMI6]: [HELEV
D& S&ENETL QLIMIHE6L IHMG HELEVETTHEVLD 6T60TM)| For MIGUIY).

A worthy wife is the blessing of a home,
And good children are its precious ornament.

The greatness of a family is determined by a good wife; and good children are the ornaments
thereof.

The systematic and sincere analysis of Womanhood in Tirukkural excels the chastity,
morality, virtues, virtuous of woman. It cautions and threatens woman indirectly with regard
to chastity and morality and imposes strong sanctions against even minor discretions on the
part of woman which will lead to the destroy of entire family. She is taught to be shy, gentle
and dignified, pure and faithful wife, selfless, loving and thoughtful mother. Based on these
qualities Acharya quotes :

Karyeshu mantra , karaneshu daasi

Rupeshu Lakshmi, kshamaya Dharithri

Bhojyeshu mata , shayanethu Rambha,

Shat karma yukta , kula dharma patni( Woman and Her Family-2)
Which means woman is like a slave while working /serving —a minister when
counseling/advising-Goddess Lakshmi in her looks/personality- the earth in forbearance — a
mother while feeding-Rambha, the celestial prostitute in bed —these are the true
characteristics of an ideal wife. Tirukkural also views woman in the same aspect and
glorifies woman. The woman was defined in terms of utility value, as a commodity or goods.
She always had to be under protection or authority of one or the other. The portrayal of
womanhood in Tirukkurral is thus a self denying and self sacrificing being.

Comparing such self denying, self sacrificing, acquiescent, subdued, silent and submissive
characteristic features of the womanhood to the current scenario , today’s women are
strivers and aspirers toward freedom, toward goodness, toward a compassionate world. The
emancipated, independent, educated womanhood wants to be active; a taker and refuses the
passivity man means to impose on her. The modern woman accepts masculine values; she
prides herself in thinking, taking action , working, creating same terms as men , instead of
seeking to disparage them, she declares herself their equal.

To conclude, men and women are equals and peaceful survival depends on mutual respect
and understanding. Women have moral courage to claim the rights, they are born to lead,
educate, sometimes to triumph.
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